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Looking for meaning in every day life, 
 
Every day situations enclose universal values and symbols.  
Repetition, the cycle, and the metaphorical seems to be inhabited in 
everything. Sometimes there are moments where you can see the present 
very clear. The beauty of a situation, but also the temporary and transitory of 
it.  You would like to conserve that moment in time. You would like to 
penetrate to the essence of the situation to understand it.  Video makes it 
possible to freeze time, repeat it, so that you can extent a moment in time that 
would otherwise already have gone by. It resembles the feeling of repeating a 
piece of music, because you want to hang on to the feeling that it gives you. 
Marjan Laaper work shows a fascination for every day reality, by zooming into 
an everyday situation, and slowing it down. She extends a moment in time 
that would other wise already have disappeared. She tries to analyse and 
searches for the meaning behind these scenes.  This search for resemblance 
in every day events, universal lays in nature and human behaviour can be 
found in her videos. 
 
Marjan Laaper has a preference for filming situations that normally do not 
attract our attention. In a new series of work, Marjan laaper shows videos 
where children play a leading part. The videos are registrations from every 
day life, but by manipulating, repeating, slowing it down, turning the image in 
to negative, the image slowly reveals its meaning. Some of the videos are 
shown in negative. The distance that has been created by putting the image 
into negative summons up associations that are from another world, an 
underworld, a dream world, a hereafter or animation world. 
 

 
 
In the work; “ The raft” we see a triple projection of a long river. On the left a 
boat floats away from a child that hangs on a piece of rope that hangs above 
the water. From the moment the boat leaves the child it looks like there is no 
way back. Some children on the raft try to bring the boat back. Sometimes 
others occupy them or they decide to play along with the other children. 
Mutual dependency, joy but also frustration can be seen in a chaotic play of 
the children. A wide spectrum of human behaviour becomes visible. Acts that 
turnover seamless from playing into romping, fighting, surviving, losing, 
abandoning, struggling and vanquishing. Sometimes heroic acts take place, 
when small children go into the water to push the raft back to the other side 
where the child is waiting for help. 



 
 
Because the child on the left is in need of help the acts of the other children  
become moral dilemmas. What do the children chose to do? Will they act 
heroic or do they avoid the situation? 
Water is often a symbol of the big unknown, full of secrets. During their 
journey the children have to make many choices, that makes them aware of 
their strong and weak sides. Characteristics like egoism, laziness, cowardice, 
and disinterest, but also pride, courage, and heroism are being challenged. 
The struggle leads to moral conflicts and strong human emotions.  
 
The work: “The Tunnel” shows a vertical projected video image that is turned 
into negative. Because of this, the tunnel looks very bright.  Children at the 
end of the tunnel gaze into the light to see what is coming. 
Every now and then a child slides into the images, at an other moment many 
children fall at the same time in to the screen. Although the image has 
something serene, there are also moments of chaos and panic. In this video a 
spectrum of emotions and sensations can be found. 
Since a tunnel is a passage between two places, soon the question rises 
where the children are, and were they are coming from. Also the way that the 
children come into the side raises questions. Why this serenity and why this 
chaos?  



     
 
 
The video: “ Red Water” shows a video in negative. Because the image is 
turned into a negative the water turns into an alarming scene. It looks like an 
image from an alarming dream. A small child wades through the red image.  
 
 

 
 
 
The work: “ Two Boys” shows two children swinging on a turning pole. The 
time spend has turned into a loop. A short moment of happiness has turned 
into an endless moment. 
 



 
 
 
 
The work: “ Girl in Pink dress” shows a young girl on a merry-go-round. The 
image looks like a slow moving photograph. The merry-go-around and the 
other children seem to stand still, but the girl with her waving hair appears to 
move.  It looks as if time has been frozen. 
 

 
 
 
 
In the work: “ At the Mall” a very bright space at a Mall can be seen. Because 
the image has been slowed down all the actions of the visitors can be seen 
very clearly. Every body seems to explore the Mall in there own way. After a 
while a small child enters the image. Because of his striking presence he 
shows the absurdness of the situation. 



 
 
In the work: “ Magnificent Light” two children have been filmed from the back. 
They are sitting in the sand and the sun is shining extremely bright. 
A bright ray of light shines in between the two children. The light fascinates 
the boy. Every time he holds his arm into the light it makes his arm visually 
disappear. The video is an endless loop. 
 
 

 
 
In the video-works of Marjan Laaper, one experiences specific moments 
where time becomes elastic and one cannot keep a hold on it. It magnifies, 
extends and zooms in, in an instant that would otherwise disappear. The artist 
aims to look deeper into the meaning behind things that we would like to 
reveal or understand. This is the search for similarities in everyday events, 
universal laws of nature and human behaviour. 


